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CONFIDENTIAL KABUL 8451 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, AF 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE APPROACH TO AFGHAN GOVERNMENT RE SALE 
OF SEIZED OPIKI 

REFS: A) KABUL 3983; B) ISLAMABAD 5030; C) ISLAMABAD 8990 

1. DURING RECENT CONVERSATION WITH MAARIFI, MFA INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS AND UN AFFAIRS DEPT, MEMBER RESPONSIBLE FOR 
NARCOTICS, EMBOFF ASKED HOW MUCH AND WHETHER ILLICIT OPIUM 
SEIZED BY GOA WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR COMMERCIAL SALE TO 
PRIVATE COMPANIES. MAARIFI SUGGESTED EMBASSY CONTACT 
TARZI, PRESIDENT STATISTICS GOA MIN COMMERCE, RE AMOUNT 
AVAILABLE AND POSSIBLE SALE. 

2. SUCH AN APPROACH MIGHT GIVE US BETTER LINE ON QUANTITIES 
SEIZED SINCE INCEPTION OF DAOUD GOVERNMENT. LOCAL DEA REP HAS 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT SUCH AN APPROACH SINCE IT COULD GENERATE 
ADDITIONAL QUANTITIES FOR SALE WHICH WERE NOT RPT NOT 
RESULT SEIZURES, I.E. PREEMPTIVE BUYING. 

3. ISLAMABAD REFTELS INDICATE SUCH AN APPROACH WAS MADE TO 
GOP AND KABUL REFTEL INDICATED WE WOULD FOLLOW UP WITH GOA 
MIN COMMERCE RE QUANTITIES SEIZED OPIUM AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
FROM PREVIOUS ROYAL GOVERNMENT. QUESTION IS WHETHER TIMING 
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IS RIGHT FOR AN INFORMAL APPROACH TO PRESENT AFGHAN GOVERN- 
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MENT. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT’S GUIDANCE RE USEFULNESS 
SUCH AN INFORMAL APPROACH AT THIS TIME. 

ELIOT 
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